Approved For Release 2006/11/06 : CIA-RDP93B01194R001200150030-9 


The need for a declassification program is well 
established in Presidential pronouncements. Executive Order 
11652 issued in March 1972 requires Government agencies to 
review classified material for declassification on a regular 
and systematic basis in order to make "information regarding 
the affairs of Government readily available to the public.” 
According to the guidelines in E.0. 11652, classified docu- 
ments are declassified 30 years from origination unless 
continued classification is determined by review and approved 
by the DCI. The most recent pronouncement of concern about 
declassification, E.O. 11905 of February 1976, requires the 
DCI to establish for the Intelligence Community "a vigorous 
program to downgrade and declassify foreign intelligence 
information.” 

The establishment of a declassification review program 
for the Agency is an expensive issue. The volume of CIA 
records will require substantial resource commitments far 
above present and projected figures. There are 3,885 cubic 
feet of records in the Agency Archives dating from 1947-1956, 
but the bulk of records are in the 1957-1966 age grouping — 
9,694 cubic feet. For the most recent 10-year period 


(7967-1976), 4,244 cubic feet of records exist. These 


Lila. 
Approved For Release 2006/11/06 BE ne ae RT ep AL a) az 


Approved For Release 2006/11/06 : CIA-RDP93B01194R001200150030-9 


figures do not include old materials stored either in Head-~ 
quarters or at the Records Center. Based on their experience 
with the OSS review, the DDO estimates a man can review only 
1/2-inch of documents per hour. Clearly, wading through the 
Archives material is an immense task. 

In terms of dollars, the problem is more acute. Cur- 
rently, the DDO is reviewing OSS and pre~Agency documents. 
Their present program using 15 part-time annuitants costs 
$170,000 a year. A recent proposal to the DDO requested a 
commitment of 12 staff personnel which would cost over 
$275,000 a year. For FY 78, the DDA allocated $225,000 for 
15 part-time annuitants to do declassification review. The 
DDI and DDS&T have not focused on the need for a program but 
are awaiting proposals from the DDA. 

As the program is seen now, there will be a decentralized 
system of individual staffs in each directorate. Given his 
responsibilities in the classification/declassification area, 
the DDA would manage the overall effort and coordinate the 


work of these staffs and provide centralized guidance. 
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